MeSH  Searching


Searching by using the MeSH Database

MeSH (Medical Subject Headings) is NLM's controlled vocabulary thesaurus used for indexing MEDLINE articles. The MeSH Database is available from the Search pull-down menu or the sidebar.

Use the MeSH database to find MeSH terms including Subheadings, Publication Types, Supplementary Concept Records (substance names) and Pharmacological Actions - and build a PubMed search strategy. The MeSH database can be searched by MeSH term, MeSH Entry Term, Subheading, Publication Type, Substance Name, or words within a MeSH Scope Note. Subheadings and Publication Types are included in the MeSH term searches.
What are the Suggestions? The database displays MeSH or Entry Term suggestions based on an algorithm that compares letter combinations in words. You can use the MeSH or Entry Term suggestion link to go directly to a record. A new set of suggestions will be displayed based on the selected term.

More information about the MeSH database:

    * Search results are displayed in relevance-ranked order, therefore, when a user’s query exactly matches a MeSH Term, that Term is displayed first.

    * Click the MeSH term from the Summary display or choose Full from the Display pull-down menu to view additional information and search specifications, such as Subheadings, Restrict Search to Major Topic headings only or Do Not Explode this term.

The MeSH database Links menu includes the following links:

    * PubMed - retrieves citations for the MeSH term in PubMed.

    * Clinical Queries - enters the MeSH term in the Clinical Queries query box.

    * NLM MeSH Browser - links to the NLM MeSH Browser for more information about the MeSH term.

Search Box: The MeSH database provides a Search Box that can be used to build a PubMed search. From any display format:

   1. Click the MeSH term check box, including specifications if using the Full display, e.g., Subheadings.

   2. Use the Send to pull-down menu to select one of the following:

   3. Search Box with AND

   4. Search Box with OR

   5. Search Box with NOT

   6. To add additional terms to this strategy, continue searching the database and add terms to the Search Box using the Send to Search Box feature.

   7. When you have completed your search click Search PubMed.
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