LinkOut  Introduction


Viewing Links as Icons in PubMed

You can view links as icons in PubMed’s AbstractPlus, Abstract and Citation displays (use the Display drop-down menu to change the display). The icons are supplied by LinkOut providers - external organizations that have submitted linking information for their web-accessible resources. The list of LinkOut providers includes libraries, publishers, research institutes, and a variety of commercial and non-profit organizations.

Three types of LinkOut icons appear in PubMed by default - icons that link to PubMed Central, icons that link to free full text, and icons that link to full text at the publisher’s site. Full text at the publisher’s site may require a subscription to view.

The image below shows a PubMed citation with two default icons, an icon that links to full text at the publisher’s site and an icon that links to free full text at PubMed Central.
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Viewing LinkOut Resources in Entrez Records: The LinkOut Display

You can see links that have been assigned to an Entrez record in the LinkOut display. In PubMed, you can also view links as icons.

Note: When you click on LinkOut icons or links in the LinkOut display, you leave PubMed and are directed to the resource at an external site. Please review all use and copyright information on the resource provider’s site before using or distributing their material.

To view the LinkOut display for a single Entrez record, click on the Links menu, located on the right side of the screen (B in the image below). If available for the citation, LinkOut is included in the Links menu (C). To view the LinkOut display for all records retrieved by a search, select LinkOut from the Display drop-down menu (A).
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The LinkOut display, shown below, has the same format regardless of which Entrez database you are using. Available resources will vary depending on which links have been assigned to the specific Entrez record.
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LinkOut information may also appear within Entrez records. For example, you can see the External Information Resources section in Entrez Taxonomy records. The appearance of links within Entrez records varies according to the database that you are using.
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